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292 MANUAL OF PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING. [July, 

34. — An Elementary Treatise on Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, 
with their Applications to Navigation, Surveying, Heights and 
Distances, and Spherical Astronomy, and particularly adapted to ex- 
plaining the Construction of Bowditch's Navigator and the Nautical 
Almanac. By Benjamin Peirce, LL. D., Perkins Professor of 
Astronomy and Mathematics in Harvard University, and Consulting 
Astronomer to the American Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac. 
Revised Edition. Boston and Cambridge : James Munroe & Co. 
1861. 12mo. pp. 359. Plates 6. 

This volume possesses a rare beauty in its completeness and com- 
pactness. The student is not suffered to dally along through the extra- 
mathematical details, which are often connected with applied trigonom- 
etry, and which draw off the thought from the fundamental formulas of 
the science. The whole of such material contained in this volume can 
hardly exceed a couple of pages. The learner is carried rapidly on 
from the primal formulas of trigonometry to their various uses, and is 
never permitted to lose sight of them. The problems which he is re- 
quired to solve are so shaped and arranged as to furnish the surest test 
of his attainments. In the treatise there is no repetition of ground 
once passed over ; but the student must go Dack for himself to what 
has grown dim in his recollection. We hardly know how to express 
in sufficiently few words the difference in which, as we think, lies the 
superiority of this over other treatises that cover the same ground ; but 
we will make the attempt. In most other treatises that we have seen, 
surveying, navigation, and the measurement of heights and distances, 
are treated as separate arts, rather than as applications of one and the 
same science, and the learner is occupied to such a degree with non- 
scientific details and mere arbitrary processes, as to lose the fresh- 
ness and clearness of his scientific knowledge while he is carrying it into 
practice. In Professor Peirce's treatise, he is conscious of studying 
trigonometry on every page, and is deepening and vivifying his knowl- 
edge of first principles from the beginning to the end of the book. 



35. — A Manual of English Pronunciation and Spelling : containing a 
full Alphabetical Vocabulary of the Language, with a Preliminary 
Exposition of English Orthoepy and Orthography ; and designed as 
a Work of Beference for general Use, and as a Text-Booh in Schools. 
By Richard Soule, Jr., A. M., and William A. Wheeler, 
A. M. Boston : Soule and Williams. 1861. 12mo. pp.467. 

This, work has been prepared with exquisite skill and care. * The 
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Preliminary Exposition, filling eighty-one closely printed pages, com- 
prises a physiological description of the vocal organs, and a minute 
analysis of the elementary sounds of the English language. The heads 
of remark in this treatise are numbered, and are constantly referred to 
in the Vocabulary. The notation in the Vocabulary is simple ; instruc- 
tive commentary is freely interspersed, authorities are cited, and differ- 
ences of usage marked with their respective reasons and authorities. 
The orthography and pronunciation are conformed, not to arbitrary 
standards, but to the best current usage. The work deserves a favored 
place as a manual for schools, and as a table-book for all who would 
speak and write correctly. 



36. — A Compendium of Classical Literature ; comprising choice Ex- 
tracts, translated, from the best Greek and Roman Writers, with 
Biographical Sketches, Accounts of their Works, and Notes directing 
to the best Editions and Translations. Part I. — From Homer to 
Longinus. Part II. — From Plautus to Bo'ethius. By Charles 
Dextek Cleveland, formerly Professor of the Latin and Greek 
Languages in Dickinson College, Carlisle, Penn., and of the Latin 
Language and Literature in the New York University. Philadel- 
phia: E. C. and J. Biddle & Co. 1861. 12mo. pp. 622. 

It is enough to say of this work that the promise of its title is as fully 
realized as it could be in a volume of moderate dimensions. The bio- 
graphical and bibliographical sketches are succinct, carefully written, 
and wonderfully comprehensive in detail. The references to editions 
and translations indicate the author's full conversance with the field 
which they cover. The selection both of the original passages and of 
the versions through which they are given to the reader is made with 
faultless taste. We sometimes miss a gem which we would gladly see 
transferred to these pages ; but there is nothing here that we would 
willingly omit, and there are few additions for which we would stren- 
uously plead. 

37. — Chambers's Encyclopedia. A Dictionary of Universal Knowl- 
edge for the People. Illustrated. Vols. I., II., Parts 27-31. Phil- 
adelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1861. 8vo. pp. 824, 828, 
1-288. 

We have more than once borne our testimony to the value of this 
work. It is emphatically a work for the people, containing not only 
the kind and degree of information which every intelligent man wants 
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